
1 Blog Post: Supporting Student Learning in the
"Forgotten" Dimension

Crosscutting concepts are equally 

important partners with the other two 

dimensions in today’s science standards, 

providing students with intellectual tools 

and connections across disciplines that 

can enrich the use of practices and 

understanding of core ideas. Although 

crosscutting concepts are now part of 

most states’ learning goals, they are still 

not often assessed. The latest post from 

NextGenScience’s On The Same 

Wavelength blog explores questions 

related to assessing crosscutting concepts 

and considerations for student learning. 

See the post here.

http://ngs.wested.org/blog/
http://ngs.wested.org/blog/
https://ngs.wested.org/forgotten_dimension/


2
Attending to Student Interests and Community Priorities
in Phenomena

This one-hour professional learning 

facilitation module is designed to deepen 

participants' capacity to identify a variety 

of instructionally productive and 

meaningful phenomena. Participants 

consider effective use of phenomena in a 

classroom and their importance for 

ensuring all students engage in science 

and engineering.

See the ACESSE Resource H on the 

STEM Teaching Tools website here and 

register for a related webinar here. 

3
Reimagining Science Education: The Pathway to
Convergence Education

In this panel discussion hosted by the U.S. 

Department of Education, policymakers 

and practitioners will come together to 

discuss the growing interdisciplinary 

nature of real-world issues in the science 

classroom, promising practices, and the 

benefits for students when we don’t teach 

and learn in silos.

Register for the U.S. Department of 

Education event here.

https://stemteachingtools.org/pd/SessionH
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfw8RYDBFjWutTsiq1mMEvMQ-n3w6b-2QSx8yHKf40IJLse1w/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-pathway-to-convergence-education-virtual-registration-412121876627


Learner popula ons—con nued to use science content to engage students in ELA and math 

[during the 2020‐21 school year]. This helped ensure that science educa on con nued in these 

districts amid the pandemic.”

See the EdSource commentary about a recent PPIC report on the impact of COVID-19 on 

science education here and a PPIC virtual event recording about the same report here. 

5
Safety Lessons Learned From the COVID-19 Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic caused schools 

to increase focus on safety and health for 

students in school and the science 

classroom. This NSTA blog post 

discusses ways to promote STEM safety 

during hands-on activities and 

demonstrations, including lessons learned 

from modifications to safety protocols 

made during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

See the blog post here.

4
Commentary: California Must Prioritize Science
Education to Stay Competitive

https://edsource.org/2022/california-must-prioritize-science-education-to-stay-competitive/677802
https://www.ppic.org/blog/video-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-science-education/
https://www.nsta.org/blog/safety-lessons-learned-covid-19-pandemic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=rasa_io&utm_campaign=newsletter


Last year, EdReports and 
NextGenScience teamed up to create a 
resource that describes some of the most 

important features of instructional 

materials that are based on A Framework  
for K–12 Science Educa on. Intended for 

both educator and science curriculum 

developer audiences, it reflects findings 

based on hundreds of reviews of science 

instructional materials, implications for the 

field, and examples of what these features 

can look like.

See the resource and a corresponding 

webinar recording here.
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6
ICYMI: Critical Features of Instructional Materials Design
for Today's Science Standards

Subscribe to NGSS Now here: https://ngs.wested.org/ngss-now/ 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/resources/critical-features-instructional-materials-design-today%E2%80%99s-science-standards
https://ngs.wested.org/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
https://twitter.com/OfficialNGSS



