
6 things to know about quality K–12

science education in August 2026

1
From Unpacking Standards to Impactful Science

Teaching: Supporting Science Teachers with

Curriculum-Based Professional Learning

This resource, developed by members of
the Council of State Science Supervisors,
describes features of effective
professional learning and why they matter
for improving teaching and learning.
Reflection questions and a call to action
help leaders apply the ideas to their own
professional learning systems. 

See the resource here. 

2 Science Labs Can Flourish When They Focus on the

‘Why’

This article shares insights about what
makes a lab effective for students: a clear
reason for doing the lab, an open-ended
structure, an unknown outcome, and
room for students to engage in the messy,
iterative process of science.

Read the K–12 Dive article here.

https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/From%20Unpacking%20to%20Impact%20-%20August%202026.pdf
https://www.k12dive.com/news/science-labs-can-flourish-when-they-focus-on-the-why/827696/


3 California Will Add Science Scores To Its School

Accountability System: Here’s Why it Matters

“You know the saying, ‘What’s tested gets
taught,’ said Peter A’Hearn, a past
president of the state science educators
association. 'We’ve always run up against
sort of administrative indifference to
science and to putting investment into
science and professional learning in
science because it hasn’t been one of the
tested metrics.'”

See the EdSource article here.

4 Climate Change in the American Mind: Beliefs &

Attitudes, Spring 2026

A 2026 study conducted by the Yale 
Program on Climate Change 
Communication and the George Mason 
University Center for Climate Change 
Communication asked Americans about 
their current beliefs about climate change. 
The results may have implications for 
those managing K–12 science education 
programs or reflecting on their 
effectiveness.

See the NCSE report here.

https://edsource.org/2026/science-scores-join-state-dashboard/762905?utm_source=EdSource&utm_campaign=fab1b47c5b-EdSource+Daily+Newsletter+-+July+28&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a54dc0b8a6-fab1b47c5b-302506101
https://ncse.ngo/climate-change-american-mind-beliefs-attitudes-spring-2026


5
Report: Afterschool STEM Takes Off: Programs Offer

More STEM Than Ever, But Too Many Young People Still

Miss Out

A Special Report on STEM released by the Afterschool Alliance and AAAS - STEMM
Opportunity Alliance shares findings related to strengths and areas of growth for STEM
learning in afterschool programs, parent priorities for those programs, and what actions
the field can take to improve afterschool learning opportunities. 

See the report here.

6 ICYMI: Kaleidoscope Collective for Learning

The Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education has
released a new suite of resources
designed to support deeper learning
across multiple subjects, including
science. The collection includes
instructional videos, guidance
documents, planning tools, and
classroom observation tools. These
resources are designed to help a teachers
ground instruction in high-quality
materials, respond to the needs of diverse
learners, and generate strong evidence of
learning.

See the resources here.
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